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Boston Region.—August temperatures 
were about normal, September was warmer 
than average. A dry August was followed by 
a very dry 
September, 
and by the 
end of the 
month se- 
vere drought 
conditions 
obtained, 
with a total 
shortage of 8 inches of rain. Many habitats 
for fresh-water ducks ceased to exist. A 
feature of both months, however, most 
favorable for observation was the number 
of cool spells with northwest winds, the 
number in August being without previous 
precedent. 

The outstanding feature of the bird migra- 
tion was the astonishingly early departure 
of the summer residents and the equally 
remarkable early arrival of practically every 
group of birds from the north, in spite of 
temperatures above normal. In this respect, 
1941 is an exact parallel to 1922, and in both 
years the spring migration was early, fol- 
lowed by an early breeding season. Land 
birds moved south on August 3 and 11, and 
there were 7 flights between August 11 and 
29. A great wave on August 17 produced 
92 species at Monomoy, the land birds 
recorded being equivalent to a wave on 
September 8. Another great wave occurred 
September 8 and 9, when Professor Eliot 
and I found 119 species on Monomoy. There 
were flights on the 13th, 18th and 26th, and 
another on the 30th, which produced a list 
good for an average October 12th. Species 
Copyright, 1941, by the National Audubon Society. 
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CXL. August 1 to 
October 1, 1941 


phenomenally early in one part or another 
of Massachusetts were Red-throated Loon, 
both grebes, European Cormorant, Ring- 
necked Duck, Red-tailed Hawk, Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker, Olive-backed Thrush, 
Brown Creeper, both kinglets, Blue-headed 
Vireo and junco. The Gannet and Gray 
cheeked Thrush alone resisted the general 
trend. 

Shearwaters and petrels. The former practi 
cally unrecorded, the latter very scarce 
Poorest in 15 years. 

Southern herons. No flight of young Yellow- 
crowned Night Herons at all; scarcely any 
egrets or Little Blue Herons. Poorest in 
15 years. 

Fresh-water ducks. Very early arrival of 
whole group, but very poor numbers in late 
September due to drought. 

Hawks. Migration for several species be 
gan unprecedentedly early. Mr. and Mrs 
Elkins inform me that the mid-September 
flight over Mt. Tom was very disappointing, 
and spread over several days. 

Shore birds. The most disappointing flight 
in many years. The second peak in late 
August and early September never material- 
ized at all for most species, resulting in a 
marked scarcity of the rarer western specie: 
The curlew and Knot occurred in go 
numbers. Golden Plover, White-rump« 
Sandpiper and phalaropes notably scarc 

Terns. Normal numbers of Common at 
Roseate. Very few Caspians and Blac 
Terns for the second year in successio 
More Forster's Terns than ever before 
recorded in New England. 

Jaegers. One of the three great flights 
history. I myself saw 169 Parasitic, and 
least 11 Long-tailed Jaegers at Monomo 
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Land birds. Exceptionally abundant in 
variety of species, abcut normal in numbers. 
Those who were afield chiefly during the 
normal peak in mid-September reported 
small numbers, but failed to appreciate how 
many had passed south in August. A 
coastal flight of both cuckoos September 
3-18. Many Olive-sided and Yellow-bellied 
Flycatchers, and at least 9 Arkansas King- 
birds. Western Palm Warbler and Golden- 
crowned Kinglet exceptionally numerous. 
An astonishing number of gnatcatchers 
along the coast. 

Great rarities. The severe coastal storm 
south of us on August 26 perhaps accounts 
for Wilson’s Plover, Marthas Vineyard, 
August 28 (Mrs. Wakeman, Guy Emerson); 
a Gull-billed Tern, Nauset, August 30 (Gris- 
com and large party); an immature of one 
of the white tropical boobies at Monomoy 
Point, September 1 (Griscom and large 
party). Adult Curlew Sandpiper, J.ynn, 
August 7-11 (Mrs. Elkins). The Sabine’s 
Gull in the last report was present on and 
off at Monomoy Point to September 1. A 
Little Gull at Plum Island, September 3, 
collected September 4, first specimen for 
Massachusetts (Griscom). An adult Frank- 
lin’s Gull at Monomoy, September 7 and 8, 
is the second New England record. Three 
efforts to collect it failed, as it was on a 
great flat with wary Herring and Black- 
backed Gulls (Griscom, Eliot, Alfred 
Eynon, Roland C. Clement, Douglas Kraus 
and § others). A Yellow-headed Blackbird, 
Nantucket, September 8 (Gordon Meade).— 
Luptow Griscom, Museum of Comparative 
Zoology, Cambridge, Mass. 


New York Region.—August was cooler 
than normal] with frequent northwest winds. 
On the 25th and 26th, the effects of a 
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f rain. Then followed the dryest September 
n the history of the Weather Bureau, the 
‘ainfall at New York City amounting to 
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only .11 of an inch! September was slightly 
warmer than normal, but there were cool 
spells, notably at the very end when, on 
the 30th, the temperature at New York 
City dropped to 48° and in the Sussex 
County, N. J., hills to 27°. 

Migration was exceptionally early. Au- 
gust birding was much better than normal, 
with an abundance of warblers near the coast 
following the cool spells with northwest 
winds. September produced two good 
movements, from the 11th to 13th and from 
the 26th to 30th. 

The southern heron incursion was the 
poorest in a decade. American Egrets, 
scarce generally, were observed in good 
numbers at only one locality—Jones Beach, 
maximum 39 in August (Elliott, et a/.) and 
in fair numbers at but two other places. 
There was just one report for Little Blue 
Heron on Long Island. A Snowy Egret at 
Kensico, N. Y., August 1 (Breslau) and a 
Louisiana Heron at Orient, September 28 
(Latham) were notable in a poor year. 

Waterfowl arrivals were early, viz: 
Brant, 3, Mecox Bay, September 28 (Sed- 
witz, et al.); Snow Goose, 2, Seaford, 
September 30 (N. Verity); Shoveller, 1, 
Mastic, September 14 (J. T. Nichols); Ring- 
necked Duck, 4, South Haven, L. I., Sep- 
tember 20 (Wilcox); and Canvas-back, 1, 
Como, N. J., September 20 (Seeley). Ana- 
tine appeared in good numbers with an 
especially fine flight of Blue-winged Teal— 
maximum 250, Jones Beach, September 7 
(Sedwitz). 

First good movement of hawks on New 
Jersey ridges September 6-7 (Brown, Ed- 
wards, Wolfarth). The exciting Broad- 
winged Hawk flight reached its peak at 
Montclair September 12th-13th, when Mr. 
Van Deusen saw over 1000 birds each 
day; the flight of this species was practi- 
cally completed after the third week. This 
is the earliest Broad-wing movement noted 
in the region since the intensive interest in 
hawk migrations began. September Bald 
Eagle counts were excellent. Two Turkey 
Vultures on Long Island, Orient, August 1 
(Latham) and Freeport, September 13 
(Cruickshank). 

The late peak of the shore-bird flight was 
not indicated in reports. Numbers of Willet 
(maximum 21, September 14), Knot (maxi- 
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mum 350, September 21) and Marbled God- 
wit (maximum 6, August 26) were reported 
from Moriches Inlet, L. I., by many people. 
Reported in poor numbers only this year 
were Golden Plover, Hudsonian Curlew, 
and Western Sandpiper, while the Stilt 
Sandpiper, lacking earlier, had a maximum 
of 21 at Jones Beach, August 23 (Elliott, 
et al.). Two reports for Baird's Sandpiper 
on Long Island, another at Amawalk 
Reservoir, Westchester County, September 13 
(Sedwitz), and 1 at Newark Meadows, Sep- 
tember 9 (Eynon). Other rarities: Curlew 
Sandpiper, 1 in breeding plumage, Idlewild, 
August 21 (Mayer); Buff-breasted Sandpiper, 
2, amazingly enough at Amawalk Reservoir, 
August 31l—September 6 (Breslau); Hud- 
sonian Godwit, 1, Moriches Inlet, August 13 
(Wilcox); Wilson's Phalarope, Jones Beach, 
August 16 and September 7 (Sedwitz); and 
Northern Phalarope, Mastic, August 17 
(J. T. Nichols), 1 same day at Newark Bay 
(Eynon, Lang, Wolfarth). 

An adult Iceland Gull, New Rochelle, 
August 22 (Bull, Rich) was unusual. 
Forster's Tern, fine flight on Long Island, 
83 birds, Idlewild, September 26 (Mayer); 
Black Tern, particularly common following 
storm last week in August. Four reports for 
Caspian Tern. Black Skimmer seems to have 
increased—40 adults, Moriches, August 8 
CWilcox), and 99 birds, Oak Beach, Septem- 
ber 13 (Fischer, Elliott). 

Land birds, many early arrival dates, viz: 
in August, junco, on the 15th at Rye (Bull); 
White-throat, Bronx, 17th (Kassoy), Idle- 
wild, 28th (Mayer); Western Palm Warbler, 
Central Park, 28th (Carleton). In Septem- 
ber, on the 4th, Bicknell’s Thrush, banded at 
Idlewild (Mayer); 7th, Ruby-crowned King- 
let, Seaford (Arbib, et a/.); 8th, Sapsucker at 
Orient (Latham), Brown Creeper on Long 
Island (Cruickshank); 12th, Gu.den-crowned 
Kinglet, New Rochelle (Bull). There was 
a nice influx of Red-breasted Nuthatches in 
September and a heavy flight of Cedar Wax- 
wings. Wilson's Warbler was present in 
numbers, and the Cape May was constant 
daily at Seaford and other Long Island 
localities, August 13-September 19. North- 
west winds probably accounted for the 
unusual number of land birds in the Orient 
region, where Mr. Latham counted 2500 
Bobolinks passing August 27 and had a 
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heavy flight of Robins, thrushes, jays, etc., 
on September 30. There were more Robins 
there the last 2 weeks in the period than he 
had recorded before in years. Red-headed 
Woodpecker, 3 in September, Long Island; 
Arkansas Kingbird, 2 reports; Raven, 
Warren County, N. J., September 7 (Brown, 
Edwards); several Mockingbirds and 3 
gnatcatchers at Orient (Latham); Migrant 
Shrike (6), and Philadelphia Vireo (3). 
Orange-crowned Warbler, Orient, September 
28 (Latham) and British Goldfinch, adult 
and 4 young, Seaford, August 31 (Elliott) 

Certain species affected by the winter kill 
of 1940 now seem entirely recovered. For 
instance, Tree Swallows gathered in good 
flocks on Long Island and the numbers in 
New Jersey marshes were the best in years 
(Brown, Edwards).—Aurrep E. Eynon, 
107 Halsey St., Newark, N. J. 


Philadelphia Region.—While August 
had the usual amount of rain, September 
broke all records for dryness. The period 
averaged warmer 
than norma] with 
bright sunny 
NS days. 

MD. August, as a 
rule, is a poor 
month for bird 
observation but 
birds can be seen 
in numbers in 
Delaware at least. The following list, 
111 species, was made on August 17 by E 
and Q. Kramer, Cutler, Yoder and New 
man in one group. Central Delaware from 
the coast to the Delaware-Maryland line 
Pied-billed Grebe, 1; Great Blue Heron, 10; 
American Egret, 14; Snowy Egret, 2; Little 
Blue Heron, 6; Green Heron, 2; Black 
crowned Night Heron, 35; Canada Goose, 1; 
Black Duck, 85; Gadwall, 2; Blue-winged 
Teal, 12; Shoveller, 4; Wood Duck, 9; Scaup 
2; Turkey Vulture, 45; Red-tailed Hawk, 1 
Bald Eagle, 2; Marsh Hawk, 3; Osprey, 4 
Sparrow Hawk, 5; Bob-white, 6; Ring 
necked Pheasant, 1; Florida Gallinule, 2 
Semipalmated Plover, 3; Killdeer, 19; Rudd) 
Turnstone, 4; Spotted Sandpiper, 2; Willet 
2; Greater Yellow-legs, 12; Lesser Yellow 
legs, 7; Pectoral Sandpiper, 6; Least Sand 
piper, 4; Dowitcher, 3; Semipalmated Sand 
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piper, 15; Western Sandpiper, 1; Sanderling, 
1; Herring Gull, 1; Ring-billed Gull, 1; 
Laughing Gull, 15; Forster’s Tern, 15; 
Common Tern, 3; Least Tern, 12; Rock 
Dove, 13; Mourning Dove, 25; Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo, 7; Black-billed Cuckoo, 2; 
Nighthawk, 4; Chimney Swift, 28; Ruby- 
throated Hummingbird, 9; Kingfisher, 2; 
Flicker, 5; Pileated Woodpecker, 1; Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, 2; Downy Wood- 
pecker, 1; Kingbird, 22; Crested Flycatcher, 
3; Phoebe, 1; Acadian Flycatcher, 4; Wood 
Pewee, 6; Tree Swallow, 30; Bank Swallow, 
65; Barn Swallow, 20; Purple Martin, 35; 
Blue Jay, 5; Crow, 75; Carolina Chickadee, 
6; Tufted Titmouse, 3; House Wren, 1; 
Carolina Wren, 2; Long-billed Marsh Wren, 
5; Short-billed Marsh Wren, 12; Mocking- 
bird, 4; Catbird, 7; Brown Thrasher, 2; 
Robin, 75; Wood Thrush, 1; Bluebird, 15; 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, 1; Migrant Shrike, 1; 
Starling, 500; White-eyed Vireo, 2; Yellow- 
throated Vireo, 1; Red-eyed Vireo, 6; Black 
and White Warbler, 2; Prothonotary War- 
bler, 3; Yellow-throated Warbler, 2; Pine 
Warbler, 1; Prairie Warbler, 1; Yellow- 
throat, 3; Canada Warbler, 1; Redstart, 2; 
English Sparrow, 35; Bobolink, 15; Meadow- 
lark, 12; Red-wing, 75; Orchard Oriole, 4; 
Baltimore Oriole, 1; Purple Grackle, 200; 
Cowbird, 2; Cardinal, 4; Indigo Bunting, 5; 
Goldfinch, 8; Towhee, 7; Grasshopper Spar- 
row, 4; Henslow's Sparrow, 3; Sharp-tailed 
Sparrow, 3; Seaside Sparrow, 2; Vesper 
Sparrow, 2; Chipping Sparrow, 6; Field 
Sparrow, 9; Swamp Sparrow, 3; Song 
Sparrow, 22. 

Bank Swallows were flocking in Salem 
County, N. J., July 19 to August 17—2000 
in flocks of 50 to 200 on August 16 (C. D. 
Brown). 

Forster's Tern—fine flight along Dela- 
ware River and New Jersey coast August 5 
to September 30; Westville, N. J., 20 to 30 
present between above dates (Manners). 

On August 25, from Beach Haven to Cape 
May, N. J., a strong south wind grounded 
all gulls. There was a heavy invasion of 
Black Terns, several hundred, flying down 
the coast back of dunes, evidently blown 
from normal migration route off shore 
(C. D. Brown). 

A heavy migration of land birds at Long 
Beach, N. J., August 29, was observed by 
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Rogers—many warblers, Olive-backed and 
Gray-cheeked Thrushes and 1 Olive-sided 
Flycatcher. 

Late August brought the vanguard of an 
invasion of Red-breasted Nuthatches. The 
influx of these birds continued through 
September. Brown Creepers were unusually 
abundant from mid-September to the end of 
the month. 

Golden Plovers—several records of 1 to 3 
birds in late September. 

Other records of interest: Templeville, 
Md., June 15, Blue Grosbeak, 1; Holgate, 
N. J., August 24, Glaucous Gull, 1 CE. and 
Q. Kramer, et a/.). Holgate, N. J., August 
23, Marbled Godwit, 1 (Moore). Frank- 
ford, Pa., August 2, Mockingbird, 1 (Board- 
man); Tuckerton, N. J., August 24, Snowy 
Egret, 4; Lake Ontalaunee near Reading, 
Pa., September 1, Baird’s Sandpiper, 2; 
central Delaware, September 14, Blue 
Grosbeak, 1, Long-eared Owl, 1, Caspian 
Tern, 1 (Cutler, et al.). Off shore, Cape 
May, N. J., September 28, Parasitic Jaeger, 2, 
Long-tailed Jaeger, 1 (Corn, et al.). Cold 
Spring Harbor, N. J., September 13, Stilt 
Sandpiper, 19 (McNeill). Cobb's Creek, 
Philadelphia, Pa., August 14, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, 2 adults, 1 immature (Culver). 
Fort Mott, N. J., September 18, Northern 
Phalarope, 1 (J. Cadbury). Egg Harbor, 
N. J., August 17, Knot, 300; Berlin, N. J., 
August 27, Purple Martin, 23,000 leaving 
roost—a morning exodus (C. D. Brown).— 
Juuian K. Porter, 437 Park Ave., Collings- 
wood, N. J. 


Carolina Region.—Temperature was a 
little above normal for the region during 
this period; rainfall for August was 2 inches 
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at all three places in September. 

Inland Section. Horned larks in Guilford 
County, N. C., July 4, and Olive-sided Fly- 
catcher, Newfound Gap, July 30 (Brown) 
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should have gone during the last period. 
Purple Martins were killed in numbers at 
north end of Albemarle Sound bridge this 
summer; they roosted under the bridge and, 
startled by passing cars at night and be- 
wildered by their lights, met their doom. 
Craighill counted 400 dead one day in July, 
100 on September 12, and Grey 400 on an- 
other date. The same thing occurred last 
year. Three Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers at 
Summerville, S. C. (Swope), August 24-27, 
a month earlier than usual, Warbling Vireo 
on the 30th, Magnolia and Myrtle Warblers 
on September 7, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and 
Cerulean Warbler on the 20th. Blue Gros- 
beaks were more common than Indigos at 
Rocky Mount (Craighill), and one turned up 
at Waynesville for the first time on August 28 
Boggs). Barn Swallows were scarce. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler at Raleigh, 
September 30, but at Columbia on Ist. 
Baltimore Oriole at Henderson, September 9 
(Hunter); Kirtland’s Warbler at Rocky 
Mount on 23d (Craighill), third record for 
locality and State; Blackburnian Warbler, 
Statesville, September 14 (Anderson); Short- 
billed Marsh Wren at Washington, Sep- 
tember 28 (Biggs and Simpson). The follow- 
ing late dates were also at the same place 
and day—Crested and Acadian Flycatchers, 
Kentucky Warbler and Spotted Sandpiper. 
Green Heron, Raleigh, 24th; Nighthawk, 
29th. First Savannah Sparrow at Rocky 
Mount, September 16 

Coastal Section. Yellow-billed Tropic-bird 
near Whistling Buoy, Cape Lookout, July 25 
Prytherch), Wilson's Petrel, Beaufort, 
N. C., August 9 (Simpson), and thousands 
of Purple Martins the same day. Shore birds 
in good number during August on Pea Island, 
in decreased numbers at Beaufort, N. C. 
Marbled Godwit at Norfolk (Reed), Sep- 
tember 9, and Pea Island, August 12. One 
Avocet stayed all summer on Pea Island. 
Single Upland Plovers at Kill Devil Hills, 
August 4-5, and at Pea Island on August 
14-15. Forster's Terns at Norfolk, August 21 
and later, and at Pea Island, August 6-12. 
Tree Swallows in large numbers at same 
place, August 6-15. First transient ducks, 
3 Shovellers and Pintail, Pea Island, August 
22; Blue-winged Teal, Charleston (Chamber- 
lain), September 8, but Norfolk, August 17, 
on which date Pintail and Blacks were also 
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seen. From Cape Romain (Chamberlain 
comes good news about breeding water birds 
—250 young hatched at the Brown Pelican 
colony, 1500 at the Royal Tern nesting place, 
and good results from the Black Skimmers, 
just the reverse of the poor showing by the 
tern colonies on Pea Island this year. At 
Romain, 4 Cabot’s and 3 Gull-billed Tern 
nests were noted, and there were no losses 
at these colonies from unduly high tides. 
Some land-bird notes from the coast include: 
Bobolinks near Charleston, August 16 to end 
of period; Philadelphia Vireo, Norfolk, 
September 30; Duck Hawk and Pigeon 
Hawk, Pea Island, September 14; and Red- 
breasted Nuthatch same day; late Yellow 
Warbler at Charleston, September 29; adult 
male Painted Bunting, September 23; and 
Pigeon Hawk, same place, August 30-31. 
A Black-backed Gull turned up at Pea Island 
on September 24, and Pectoral Sandpipers at 
Charleston in late August and early Sep- 
tember. At the close of the period many 
summer birds, represented mostly by tran- 
sients from farther north, still remained 
within the region. These included swifts, 
Wood Pewee, Wood Thrushes and many 
others, the rear guards of which will have 
to be reported in the next ‘Season.’—C. S. 
Brimuey, 515 Washington St., and Joun H. 
Grey, Jr., 2718 Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N.C. 


Pensacola (Fla.) Region.—A continu- 
ously hot, decidedly dry period lowered 
the levels of fresh-water ponds and streams. 
. No winds of de- 
Pensacola region) seructive force were 
Florida — . 
7-------—--| experienced, but a 
succession of tropi- 
cal disturbances in 
the Gulf late in the 
period, at a time 
when trans-Gulf 
migration of small 
birds was well un- 
der way, may have 
caused much dam- 


- Gulf va Mexico 


age. 

The promise of the preceding period for a 
good shore-bird flight after several lean 
years came to nothing. The only species 
that have been common at any time in the 
present period were Sanderling, Piping 
Plover, and Willet. Even the three smal] 
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‘peeps’ are decidedly uncommon at the close 
of the period. Low water (or total lack of 
it) in upland ponds directly affected the 
numbers of Solitary Sandpipers and Lesser 
Yellow-legs, and both species were seen in 
far less than their usual numbers. In exten- 
sion of the list of regular migrants in the 
preceding issue, Upland Plover was first 
seen on August 3; Black-bellied Plover (in 
nuptial plumage), August 23; and Ruddy 
Turnstone, August 29. Rarities in this group 
were: Knot, 2, September 7; Hudsonian Cur- 
lew, 1, September 16; and Stilt Sandpiper, 1, 
September 29. 

Migrants of outstanding interest were: 
Baltimore Oriole (group of 5 birds), Sep- 
tember 7; Black Rail, September 24; and 
Philadelphia Vireo, September 28. The rail, 
found dead on the Bay bridge by J. D. Car- 
roll, was the fourth known in this region 
since 1885 and the only fall migrant. The 
vireo was the fourth I have seen in 25 years’ 
residence, and the earliest fall bird. Regular 
migrants, earlier than ever before recorded, 
were: Catbird, September 10, and Rose- 
breasted Grosbeak, September 14—both 
reported by Mrs. A. L. Whigham, at Cen- 
tury. Other arrival dates include: Redstart 
‘early, Yellow Warbler and Barn Swallow, 
August 3; Northern Water-Thrush, August 7 
early); Blue-winged Teal (very early), 
and Bank Swallow, August 31; Indigo Bunt- 
ing, September 2 (Mrs. Whigham); Black- 
burnian Warbler (rare), September 7; Pigeon 
Hawk, September 14; Golden-winged War- 
bler (very rare), September 19; Marsh Hawk, 
September 21; Olive-backed Thrush (found 
dead), September 24 (Carroll); and Sora, 
Magnolia Warbler, and Scarlet Tanager, 
September 28. 

White-breasted Nuthatch, a local rarity, 
reported by Mrs. Whigham at Century in 
the preceding period, appeared again and 
was seen often up to September 7. Man-o’- 
war-birds, of sporadic occurrence at any 
time of year, were seen over the Gulf on 
August 2. Single Ring-billed Gulls in 
immature plumage were seen on August 20 
ind September 14 and 21; and single imma- 
ture Herring Gulls on September 7 and 21. 
Both these species, always in immature 
plumage, are seen occasionally in most 


summers. 
Of departing migrants, Gray Kingbird on 
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September 19 was the latest (by 1 day) ever 
recorded. Other departure dates include: 
Broad-winged Hawk, August 17; Orchard 
Oriole, August 27; Prothonotary Warbler, 
September 1; Least Tern, September 3 (C. 
Kahn); Wilson’s Plover, September 7; Green 
Heron, September 14; Yellow Warbler, 
September 15; Black Tern, September 16; 
Kentucky Warbler, September 20; Eastern 
Kingbird and Prairie Warbler, September 21; 
and Solitary Sandpiper, September 28. 
Nighthawks were unusually abundant until 
late in September, and were present in fair 
numbers to the end of the period. 

Mrs. Whigham reported a very late brood 
of Cardinals still being fed by their parents 
on September 13. Bald Eagles were first seen 
in the vicinity of established nesting sites on 
September 11 and 14, though eggs will 
probably not be laid before November 1. 
The Killdeer, one of the species most 
seriously affected by the severe freeze of 
January 1940, seems to have disappeared as 
a nesting species from this whole region. 
Wintering birds are not due until late in 
October.—Francis M. Weston, 2006 E. 
Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


Ohio Region.—During August, tempera- 
tures over the State were nearly normal, and 
precipitation, although varying locally, was 

below normal at 


4 Bs most stations. 
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Erie, and also of a number of inland lakes 
and reservoirs, was low, exposing extensive 
mud flats in some localities. 

Migrant birds seemed to be rather more 
numerous than usual and the first southward 
movement of many species occurred early. 
Perhaps the outstanding feature of the 
period was the early arrival, in numbers, of 
the transient species of warblers. At Put- 
in-Bay, Blackburnian and Tennessee War- 
blers were first recorded on August 7. There 
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were notable concentrations of migrants on 
August 21 (11 species of transient warblers) 
and on August 27 (13 species, 300-400 indi- 
viduals, including Mourning and Connecti- 
cut, all crowded into an acre or so of brushy 
woodland). In the Cleveland area, ‘‘The 
warbler migration seems to have developed 
early and to have been unusually rich in 
number of species’’ (Williams). Here the 
Nashville Warbler was first seen August 3; 
Connecticut on August 13; Canada on Au- 
gust 16; Tennessee, Magnolia and Cape May 
on August 20. At Canton, also, the migra- 
tion was heavy and early, the first transient 
species to appear being Canada on August 12, 
Tennessee and Mourning on August 17 (these 
banded by Braun and Keplinger), and Chest- 
nut-sided on August 18 (Tawney). Among 
the more notable species banded at the Braun- 
Keplinger station near Canton were a 
Worm-eating Warbler on August 11, and a 
Golden-wing on August 25 

A number of winter resident species also 
appeared early. Brown Creepers were seen 
at Put-in-Bay September 19 and at Toledo 
September 20 (Campbell); Golden-crowned 
Kinglets at Put-in-Bay September 18, and at 
Dayton September 19 (Blincoe); Slate-colored 
Junco at Put-in-Bay September 14, and at 
Cleveland September 18 (Skaggs); Winter 
Wren at Columbus September 15 (Barry). 
The Red-breasted Nuthatch, which varies 
notoriously in numbers from year to year, 
was first seen at Put-in-Bay on August 27, 
and was unusually common during the latter 
half of September. The species was also 
notably common at Canton (Tawney) but 
there is as yet little or no evidence of more 
than average numbers elsewhere in the State. 

The fall shore-bird flight seems to have 
been rather above average, although most 
of the scarcer species were seen in few locali- 
ties. Dowitchers were reported from Toledo, 
the Sandusky Bay region, and Pymatuning 
Lake; the latest date was August 24 at 
Pymatuning (G. A. Smith). Stilt Sandpipers 
were present in the same localities, and like- 
wise had departed by the end of August 
excepting at Pymatuning where one was 
recorded on September 28 (Renneckar). 
Baird's Sandpipers were more widely dis- 
tributed and stayed later. At Toledo they 
were seen until September 6, with a maxi- 
mum of 12 on August 23 (Campbell); at 
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Columbus from August 30 throughout 
September with a maximum of 15 on Sep- 
tember 21 (Borror). Other localities are: 
Put-in-Bay September 12, Fairport September 
20 (Skaggs), and Pymatuning September 27, 
28 (Baker). The only Western Sandpiper 
records at hand are from Columbus on Au- 
gust 7 (Barry), and Pymatuning on Sep- 
tember 27 (Baker). Western Willets were 
seen at Toledo September 7 and 21 (May- 
field), and Buff-breasted Sandpipers at 
Toledo August 31 (Campbell, Claugus) and 
at Columbus September 6-21 (Thomas, 
Barry). The outstanding record of the 
period was the Black-necked Stilt found 
dead near Cleveland on August 15 (Mueller, 
Williams). 

Despite the warm weather that prevailed 
during most of September, the dates of 
departure for most summer residents were 
about normal; some species, indeed, seem 
to have left rather earlier than usual. Several 
observers comment on the scarcity of Night- 
hawks. The only large flights reported 
occurred on September 7 near Columbus 
where 638 individuals were seen (Thomson, 
Gilbert), and on September 21 at Dayton 
where Blincoe saw 135. 

To close the 1941 nesting season: On 
August 21 a Robin was incubating eggs at 
Smithville (Renneckar), and Mourning 
Doves were fledged from two nests at Day- 
ton on September 6 and 21 (Blincoe).— 
C. F. Warker, Stone Laboratory, Put-in-B _y, 
Ohio. 


Chicago Region.—August and September 
averaged warmer than usual and rainfall in 
the region was about normal. Reports from 
southern Canada, 
however, indicate 
a cold, rainy Au- 
gust, which may 
account for the 
early appearance 
of many migrat- 
ing passerines, 
especially war- 
blers. Eighteen 
species of war- 
blers averaged ap- 
proximately 15.5 days earlier than normal. 

Only 3 egrets were reported this year: 
2, August 8 in southern Chicago (Springer), 


THE 


and 1, September 19 at Maple Lake (Bald- 
win, Decker, La Marr). More than 100 
egrets were seen in 1939 but only 8 were 
reported in 1940. Geese were flying south 
September 22, approximately three weeks 
earlier than normal (Smith). A considerable 
movement of ducks was apparent by the 
middle of August and on the 28th flocks of 
200 Mallards, 40 Black Ducks and 200 Blue- 
winged Teal had assembled at McGinnis 
Slough (Erffmeyer, Himmel). A Pintail was 
reported on September 1 (very early) and 
Gadwall, Baldpate and Shoveller on Sep- 
tember 24 (Dreuth, Nork). Duck migration 
in general, however, has been delayed and 
relatively sparse. The migration of shore 
birds developed normally. 

Nighthawk migration was first noted 
August 30 with the appearance of 30 birds 
over La Grange. A concentration of 90 was 
reported at Lake Forest, September 3 (Smith) 
ind 75 at Wolf Lake, September 5 (Baldwin, 
Decker). The southward movement reached 
its peak September 20 with the passage of 
enormous numbers, estimated at 650 per 
hour, at Lake Forest (Mrs. James Douglas, 


Ir.). The last record was September 22. 
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Photo by S. A. Grimes 
THE SECRETIVE BLACK RAIL breeds in scattered places in Florida, but one found 
dead in September was the first known record of a fall migrant in the Pensacola region. 


More than 500 martins, apparently migrants, 
were flocking in Lincoln Park during the 
last half of August but some local breeding 
populations remained static until September 
1 (Smith). The last martins (25). were 
reported September 16. 

An analysis of all records for the region 
indicates a somewhat early general migra- 
tion, particularly of passerines. 

The table below, of finch and sparrow 
appearances, is less notable than the one 
following, but indicates the general trend 
of fall arrivals. 


1941 Previous 
Arrivals Years 
a pe eer: 
Ist 2nd |Early neal 
Purple Finch. . . . . 8-21 | 8-22* | 8-25 | 9-16 


Slate-colored Junco . g-12 | 9-17* | 8-30 | 9-21 
White-crowned Sparrow | 9-16 
White-throated Sparrow | 9- 1 | 9- § | 9- 6| 9-18 
Lincoln’s Sparrow. . . | g-11* 
Fox Sparrow . - » @| 97-29 | 9- 


*More than one observed. 


The warbler migration was especially 
noteworthy. An outstanding wave of Palm 
Warblers was reported by Walter Cannon at 
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Lake Forest, September 30. The southward 
warbler movement is summarized below. 


1941 Previous 
Arrivals Years 
or- 
Ist 2nd Early ae 
Black and White 8-14 | 8-17 | 8-19 | 8-31 
Golden-winged 8-22 | 8-26 | 8-21 | 9-20 
Tennessee $-15* | 8-18 | 7-29 | 8-26 
Orange-crowned 8-26 | 9-26 | 8-20/9- 3 
Nashville 8-20 | 8-21 | 8-18/9- 5 
Magnolia 8-16 | 8-17* | 8-12 | 8-25 
Cape May 8-1 8-18 | 8-20|9- 8 
Black-throated Blue 8-26 | g- 1* | 8-23) 9- 4 
Myrtle j 9-1 9g~23* | 8-30 | 9-10 
Black-throated Green 8-18 | 8-20* | 8-15 | 9- 6 
Blackburnian 8—1g* | 8—20* | 8-12 | g- 
Chestnut-sided 8-15 | 8-16 | 8-27! 9-15 
Bay-breasted 8-19 | 8-20 | 8-13/9- 3 
Black poll 8-26 8 27* 8 2319-7 
Palm 8-27* | 8-29* | 8-20 | g- 7 
Connecticut 8-22 | 8-29 | 8-14/ 9- 6 
Mourning 8-17 | 8-18 | 8-17| 9-10 
Canada 8-18 | 8-19 | 8- 3/9- 6 
Wilson’s 8—19* | 8-22 ? 
Parula 15 | 8-2 


*More than one observed. 


Two very rare migrants were reported in 
Lincoln Park by Dreuth—a Clay-colored 
Sparrow, September 22 and 26, and Gambel's 
Sparrow, September 23. White-throats were 
abundant after September 7 and large flocks 
of juncos appeared after the 23d. A Montana 
Junco was positively identified at Lake 
Forest, September 23 (Smith), and another in 
Lincoln Park, September 28 (Dreuth). 

Other interesting first arrivals (all early) 
include: Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Septem- 
ber 7; Brown Creeper, September 12; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, September 14; and Ruby- 
crowned Kinglet, September 6 (all by 
Dreuth Emmet R. Brake, Field Museum, 
Chicago and Exxen T. Smitn, Lake Forest, Ill. 


Missouri Region.—Precipitation and 
temperatures were close to normal over most 
of the region during August and September. 
Drought during 


‘. 5| July and August 
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ern Kansas and 
northwestern Missouri. In some places the 
wind reached a velocity of 83 miles per hour 
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with resulting great damage to trees, but 
apparently the only bird that suffered was 
the English Sparrow. Hundreds of dead 
sparrows were found but there have been 
no reports of mortality among other species. 
In the east, low water levels have exposed 
mud flats attractive to shore birds but in the 
western part of the State, rivers and lakes 
contain much more water than usual for 
this time of the year and scarcely any open 
shores have been exposed. 

American Egrets, recorded as breeding in 
the State for the first time in many years, 
have been well distributed over the region 
after the nesting season. Over 100 were 
observed at Pere Marquette State Park during 
August by Father Link and Zempel. A 
maximum of 125 were seen at Lake Spring- 
field, Ill., on September 11, by members of 
the Springfield Nature League. About 30 
American Egrets were reported from Squaw 
Creek during August by J. K. Walton, refuge 
manager, but none have been seen on the 
Platte County lakes. Two Snowy Egrets 
were observed at Lake Springfield, September 
11 (Lohmeir, Bonney), and 1 at Pere Mar- 
quette, September 21 (Webster Groves 
Nature Club). 

White Pelicans have been unusually com- 
mon this year. About 25 remained on the 
lakes at Pere Marquette throughout August 
and 87 were counted there during September. 
Over 1000 were seen at Squaw Creek, Sep- 
tember 21, and about 300 at Parkville, 
September 28 (Taylor). Numerous small 
flocks have been reported over the State. 

Shore birds were observed in much greater 
numbers in the eastern part o. the region than 
in the west. Thousands were present at 
Horseshoe Lake, IIl., during August, but 
the soft mud of the lake bed prevented an 
approach sufficiently close for identification. 
Among the more unusual records were 
15 Long-billed Dowitchers, September 2 
(Short), and a Golden Plover, August 11 
(Zempel). Another Golden Plover was seen 
at Lake Springfield, August 13 (Lohmeir, 
Bonney) Sixteen Stilt Sandpipers were 
seen at Squaw Creek, September 21. Western 
Sandpipers were observed at three widely 
separated localities. Most observers report 
a marked increase in Killdeer over 1940 
Caspian Terns passed through the region in 
unusual numbers. A flock of 16, first 
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observed on Quivera Lake, September 24 
‘Hedges ), was still present at the end of the 
month. 

Waves of migrating warblers were first 
noticed at Kansas City and St. Louis during 
the last few days of August and the first 
week of September. A similar abundance of 
small migrants was noticed in the Ozarks 
(Roaring River), September 1-7 (Mr. and 
Mrs. Dean Cole). On September 7, the same 
observers noted a flock of 200 Kingbirds on 
wires by the road. A Mourning Warbler, 
very rare in the fall, was seen on August 31 
(Hedges). 

Among the unusual nesting records for 
the season may be mentioned the Bald Eagle. 
Three nests were found in the tall cypresses 
of New Madrid County, southeastern Mis- 
souri, by the local conservation agent. On 
August 13, a Song Sparrow was seen feeding 
young out of the nest at Beverly Lake, 
Platte County (Cunningham). This is the 
first local breeding record of this species for 
25 years or more. On August 17, 4 immature 
birds were seen in a flock of 23 Least Terns 
at Big Lake, Holt County. The young were 
well able to fly, but followed the parents 
begging for food, and several times were 
fed small fish. 

Correction: The writer has been informed 
by Father Link that the Blue-winged 
Warbler and not the Golden-winged War- 
bler was present at Pere Marquette State 
Park during the nesting season, as mentioned 
in the last season report.—James W. Cun- 
NINGHAM, 4425 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 


Minnesota Region.—Temperature for 
the period was about as usual; highest at 
Minneapolis (99°) on August 3, lowest at 
Wadena (27°) on 
September 28 with 
a light snowfall. 
Killing frosts at 
places in the 
northern part of 
the State, August 
25-26. Light frost 
at Minneapolis the 
final days of the 
month. Rochester, 
nearly 100 miles 
farther south, had 
28° on September 


SEASON 


28. There were heavy rains all over the 
State in mid-September, flooding lowlands 
of much of the area in the northern part of 
the State open for chicken shooting (early 
season September 20-27) and so interfering 
with the hunters. These continuing heavy 
rains did great damage to the grain crop in 
northwestern Minnesota and adjoining parts 
of North Dakota and Canada. Standing 
grain could not be cut and that in shock 
could not be thrashed. Ducks, especially 
Mallards, were quick to take advantage of 
this situation and reports tell of vast flocks 
resorting to these fields to feed on the 
water-soaked grain. Hunters likewise fol- 
lowed the ducks and took great toll from 
their numbers. At Minneapolis the precipi- 
tation was +.56 inches for August and 
+.52 for September; much higher north- 
ward. 

Most observers still feel that, on the whole, 
there is a scarcity of birds. Mrs. Olin, of 
Duluth, writes on October 16, ‘‘I have been 
wondering if other sections of the State are 
experiencing the same lack of birds as are 
we in the Duluth area. Have made quite 
a few trips to the Point and shore birds 
are noticeably scarce both in numbers and 
species.’’ Others have made similar reports. 
Messrs. Rysgaard and Berthel made a drive 
of several hundred miles, August 8-10, in the 
southeastern part of the State and saw only a 
single Migrant Shrike and a few meadow- 
larks—usually common roadside birds. 
‘Birds in general were scarce. Doves and 
kingbirds were the most common species.”’ 
A few observers thought that most species 
were as numerous as usual but this seemed 
to be a local condition. 

Notes of special interest: A Blue-winged 
Warbler out of the nest being fed by parents, 
August 16, in White Water Valley—a rare 
bird in Minnesota (Breckenridge, Gunder- 
son); a ‘yellow-orange’ Scarlet Tanager 
(xanthrochroism) seen at Duluth by Dr. 
Lakela; 4 American Knots and 1 Buff- 
breasted Sandpiper at Minnesota Point, 
August 22 (Dr. Lakela); a Mockingbird 
near Duluth, August 26 (Mrs. Olin); 3 male 
and 12 female Spruce Grouse six miles east 
of Snowbank Lake, Lake Country, strutting 
and flying into trees, September 11—the 
noise they made awakened campers in a 
near-by tent and one bird lit on the tent 
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(Robert Snow); 5 American Egrets near 
Fairmont, Martin County, on September 5 
(Donald Sydow); a family of Cardinals, 
2 adults and 4 young, at Pike Lake, Cass 
County, a northern breeding record for this 
species (Mrs. J. P. Wentling). 

Mrs. C. E. Peterson sends the following 
arrival notes from Madison in the western 
part of the State: August 20, Mourning War- 
bler; August 21, Wilson’s Warbler, Red- 
start; September 2, Olive-backed Thrush; 
September 6, Lincoln's Sparrow; September 
10, Ruby-crowned Kinglet; September 30, 
White-throated Sparrow. 

Byron Harrell and William Longley, two 
St. Paul high school boys with keen minds 
for bird study, have submitted the following 
departure dates culled from a long list. 
They are at or a little later than the average 
recorded dates, though there are later stray 
dates for each. September 20, Least Bittern; 
September 27, Osprey; September 13, Black 
Tern; September 21, Chimney Swift; Sep- 
tember 21, Ruby-throated Hummingbird; 
September 21, Alder Flycatcher; September 6, 
Bank Swallow; September 27, House Wren; 
September 26, Yellow-throated Vireo; Sep- 
tember 27, Red-eyed Vireo; September 16, 
Warbling Vireo; September 13, Golden- 
winged Warbler; September 27, Oven-bird; 
September 27, Connecticut Warbler; August 
23, Cowbird; September 24, Scarlet Tanager; 
September 27, Rose-breasted Grosbeak. 

The Ruffed Grouse is at or near the peak 
of its cycle this year and reports from the 
northern part of the State tell of its great 
abundance. It would seem that at such times 
a larger bag limit and a longer season might 
be allowed hunters as the birds are due to 
die off in large numbers very soon thereafter. 

On the evening of September 13, the writer 
had the interesting experience of watching 
for some time a gathering of some 60 or 70 
Wood Ducks at a small woodland pond at 
Lake Minnetonka. There were a few gaudy 
males, a number of females and more young 
of the year in drab plumage. The pond was 
surrounded by oak trees and the ground was 
covered with fallen acorns. The ducks 
paraded from the pond and ran about with 
surprising agility as they competed with 
their fellows in gobbling up the nuts. At 
times they were all in the pond and then 
there was a wild dashing about and violent 
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splashing suggestive of a spring courting 
display. All the birds, young and old, 
seemed to take part in this boisterous game 
and probably it was only what Phillips calls 
‘social play." The ducks came here only 
in the evening to feed and play, retiring for 
the night to some safer place.—Tuos. S. 
Roserts, Museum of Natural History, Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Northern Great Plains Region.—The 
weather during the period continued ab- 
normally wet, rapidly bringing the total 
Than ey OE, | annual precipi- 
-----4 tation toa point 
North that may be an 
—'* all-time record. 
ne Precipitation on 
Lower Souris 
a — a for the first nine 
ay ——- , | months of 1941 
A trotaled 24.18 
inches, while the normal annual rainfall is 
only slightly above 16 inches. Many other 
stations received as much or even more. 
Harvesting of crops has been at a standstill 
during a great deal of the time, with much 
loss through rotting or sprouting. As a 
result of this bountiful moisture, conditions 
for waterfowl and marsh birds have changed 
sharply. Lakes and sloughs that have been 
completely dry are now attracting hordes of 
ducks and shore birds. In this region the 
great drought is definitely over. 

Despite cold and disagreeable weather, the 
early fall migration has been good. A 
sprinkling of grebes lingered well into 
September, with a fair number of Pied-billed 
Grebes present at the end of the period. 
White Pelicans and Double-crested Cor- 
morants were exceptionally numerous over 
most of the region. The heron family was 
also more common than usual. A Least Bit- 
tern was noted at Sand Lake in September 
(Beed ). 

The goose flight in the eastern part of the 
region has been better than for many years. 
The most common geese are the White- 
fronted and the small Canada (lewcopareia ?). 
The greatest concentration seems to be in 
the eastern half of South Dakota where 
goose hunters state that it looks like ‘old 
times.’ 

The duck flight has been very good. There 
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were tremendous concentrations of birds on 
many areas in August. In September many 
local ducks either went south, or spread out 
into newly flooded areas. Many ducks came 
in from farther north, but there were no 
distinct waves. In the vicinity of Lower 
Souris there have been more Green-winged 
Teal than usual, probably because of the 
newly flooded areas. There has also been 
an exceptionally fine flight of Lesser Scaups 
in the lakes of the Turtle Mountains. In 
general, there are more ducks in the region 
than for several years, but, due to vastly 
improved conditions, they are spread out 
over a much greater area. 

There were no unusual features of the fall 
hawk flight. The Swainson’s Hawks were 
back in good numbers after the poor flight 
during this period last year. Tremendous 
numbers were shot by hunters, along with a 
sprinkling cf other hawks. A Turkey 
Vulture on Sand Lake, September 30 (Beed). 

Upland game birds are still increasing 
over the entire region. According to the 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department, 
“The best figures available tell us that we 
have over twice the number of birds that we 
had a year ago.’ Because of exceptionally 
fine cover conditions, the kill by hunters 
will be of little consequence. 

Probably no bird has increased as rapidly 
as the Coot. It is estimated that there were 
at least 150,000 on Lower Souris in early 
September. They were reported as ‘‘very 
abundant”’ on Sand Lake (Beed). On Arrow- 
wood Lake, ‘Coots are very numerous and 
show a definite increase’’ (Rognlie). 

Shore birds appear to have migrated a 
little earlier than usual, possibly because of 
the exceptionally cold and cloudy weather 
of late August and September. Wilson's 
Snipe appeared in better than usual numbers 
on the Souris refuges, but were less common 
on Sand Lake. 

A Chimney Swift at Fargo, September 29 
(Stevens). Red-breasted Nuthatches ap- 
peared in late August and were in the region 
all during September in better than usual 
numbers. A Chestnut-sided Warbler trapped 
at Fargo, August 26 (Stevens), and a Mac- 
gillivray’s Warbler at Lower Souris, August 
22. Blackbirds were exceptionally abundant 
during the period, and in some localities 
caused heavy damage to crops. 
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The sparrow flight was in general quite 
good. The Harris's Sparrows were unusually 
late and in less than their normal numbers. 
Stevens reports the Lincoln's Sparrow flight 
as late and poor at Fargo. The opposite was 
true at Lower Souris where an exceptionally 
good number were banded.—C. J. Henry, 
Lower Souris National Wildlife Refuge, Upham, 
N. D. 


Texas Coastal Region.—I. The Weather. 
August and September were almost uni- 
formly hot and rainy. Maximum daily 
temperatures 
dropped below 
90° only when 
the heaviest 
rains came, that 
ra is, in the four 
brief periods 
centering about 
August 7 and 
25, and September 15 and 23. A hurricane 
that did not enter the region disturbed con- 
ditions about September 15; and another 
violent hurricane swept the coast from Mata- 
gorda Bay to Galveston Bay on September 
23. These two hurricanes brought general 
north and northeast winds from September 
10-24. The period ended with good weather, 
and temperatures in the upper 80s. 

II. General Conditions. All summer resident 
water birds continued to be more numerous 
than usual. Reddish Egrets, previously re- 
ported scarce, appeared in the Galveston 
Bay region two months later than usual, 
and seemed at last to be plentiful. The 
weather during August and September was 
so uniform as a whole that migration dates 
tended to be irregular. The autumn migrants 
were in normal numbers, or better. No 
unusual absences and no unusual visitors 
were noted. 

Ill. Migration Data. (a). Though many 
summer residents habitually linger well into 
October, the following appear to be true 
departure dates: Wood Ibis, Cove, September 
21; Kemah, September 27. Spoonbill, Gal- 
veston, September 27; Rockport, September 
24. Fulvous Tree-duck, Cove, August 30; 
Galveston, September 6. Wilson's Plover, 
Galveston, September 6. Least Tern, Cove, 
September 22; Kemah and Galveston, 
September 27. Black-necked Stilt, Cove, 
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August 30; Galveston, September 13; Rock- 
port, Setember 20. Purple Martin, Sheldon, 
September 14; Cove, September 24. Parula 
Warbler, Cove, September 24; Kemah, Sep- 
tember 21. Summer Tanager, Cove, Septem- 
ber 26; Kemah, September 27. These dates, 
it will be noted, make a fairly consistent 
pattern as they retreat from north to south. 

(b). Transients arrived about as usual, or 
a day or two earlier. Many of the perching 
birds, especially the warblers, came with 
the north winds of September 10-24. But 
transients departed irregularly: Upland 
Plover, Cove, August 30; Galveston, Sep- 
tember 27; Rockport, September 4. Stilt 
Sandpiper, Cove, August 16; Rockport, 
September 4. Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Gal- 
veston, September 6; Rockport, September 4; 
Corpus Christi, September 10. Arkansas 
Kingbird, Cove, September 12; Galveston, 
September 27. Tennessee Warbler, Cove, 
September 14; Houston, September 25. 
Redstart, Cove, September 24; Kemah, 
September 1. Orchard Oriole, Cove, Septem- 
ber 9; Houston, September 25. Blue Gros- 
beak, Cove, August 31; Houston, September 
25. Perhaps merely local conditions cause 
individual birds to stop over longer in some 
places than in others, and so bring about 
these discrepancies in departure dates. 

(c). Comparatively few winter residents 
(besides the shore birds, which began arriv- 
ing in July) had arrived by the end of Sep- 
tember. Arrival dates of some of them fol- 
low: White Pelican, Cove, August 16. Blue- 
winged Teal, Cove, August 16; Galveston, 
September 3. Pintail, Cove, August 30; 
Aransas Refuge, September 1; Rockport, 
August 16. Lesser Scaup, Aransas Refuge, 
September 20. Sharp-shinned Hawk, Shel- 
don, August 29; Kemah, September 14; 
Aransas Refuge, September 26. Cooper's 
Hawk, Sheldon, September 13; Kemah, 
September 14. Marsh Hawk, Rockport, 
August 20; Clodine (20 miles west of 
Houston), August 28; Cove, September 8. 
Sparrow Hawk, Houston, August 22; Bay- 
town (between Houston and Cove), August 
29; Cove, September 7. Herring Gull, 
Galveston, September 22; Rockport, Sep- 
tember 15. Vermilion Flycatcher (moves 
north in winter from its breeding range), 
Aransas Refuge, September 20; Cove, Sep- 
tember 25. (These dates would imply that 
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the Sparrow Hawk and Marsh Hawk 
migrated from west to east.) 

IV. Special Items. The Whooping Crane 
family remained on the Aransas Refuge al! 
summer, and was there at the end of Septem- 
ber. Five Canada Geese remained there all 
summer; and a family of wild Canada Geese 
raised young near Tivoli (near refuge). On 
September 14 many hundreds of Sharp- 
shinned and Cooper's Hawks migrated 
northward all day at Kemah. 

In summary, the season was excellent for 
the birds; but like the rest of this year, it 
was not productive of any excitingly rare 
occurrences for observers. In the two 
months, 196 species were seen.—GeorcGe G. 
Wituiams, The Rice Institute, Houston, Texas. 


San Francisco Region.—This year is 
demonstrating that favorableness of season 
does not always indicate bird numbers. 
August and Sep- 
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Pe some large excesses 
a7 were reported in 
the State. These 
mild conditions might be expected to bring 
large numbers of land birds instead of the 
general scarcity observed, but we must 
remember the unfavorable effects of im- 
mediately preceding seasons as well as 
possibilities for poor conditions in areas 
inhabited at other seasons. 

The food shortage anticipated in the last 
report has developed in at least one locality, 
and already it has been reflected in great 
reduction of California Woodpeckers and 
even some other species less completely 
dependent upon acorns. Yet the reduced 
crop of several f-uit-producing plants in this 
vicinity hangs, as yet almost untouched by 
birds which in other years would have nearly 
completed the harvest. Insect-eating birds, 
too, are scarce. Observations made this fall 
and winter should have special value. 
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Nesting for several species extended later 
through the summer than normal. At Point 
Lobos, on September 26, Williams thought 
young Pelagic Cormorants were being fed 
by parents. Western Flycatcher, Berkeley, 
young. birds left nest on August 1 (Mrs. 
Allen), Carmel, brood of 3 young left on 
August 10 (W.); House Finch and Green- 
backed Goldfinch, Soth species occupied 
nests well into August at Hastings Reserva- 
tion. 

Summer birds slipped away early and not 
many records of departure are available. 
Tree Swallow, Filoli, 48 flocking for migra- 
tion on August 5 (Parmenters); Barn Swal- 
low, Merced Pool, 100 on September 5 (P.); 
Cliff Swallow, Merced Pool, 100 on Sep- 
tember 5 (P.); House Wren, Oakland, 
September 25 (Seibert); Russet-backed 
Thrush, Boulder Creek, August 30, Berkeley, 
September 19 (Mrs. Allen); Warbling Vireo, 
Boulder Creek, August 14 (A.), Hastings 
Reservation, August 19 (Linsdale). 

Wintering birds seemed to arrive in smaller 
numbers than usual and more species were 
late than early. Red-breasted Sapsucker, 
Hastings Reservation, September 28 (Lins- 
dale); Hermit Thrush, Golden Gate Park, 
September 27 (Mrs. Kelly); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, Los Altos, September 1 (Mrs. 
Stephens), Davis, September 23 (Emlen); 
Inverness, September 24 (Mrs. Allen); Cedar 
Waxwing, Santa Rosa, September 21 (K.); 
Audubon’s Warbler, Inverness, September 
24 (A.); Townsend's Warbler, Carmel, Sep- 
tember 14 (Williams); White-crowned Spar- 
row, at many localities, first arrival of 
wintering races noted between September 22 
and 29, first pugetensis in Oakland on Septem- 
ber 14 (Seibert); Golden-crowned Sparrow, 
numerous observers saw first ones around 
September 22 to 26; Fox Sparrow, Berkeley, 
September 23 (A.); Lincoln’s Sparrow, 
Hastings Reservation, September 28 (L.), 
Oakland, September 29 (Seibert). 

Observations by Mrs. Allen on September 
24 at Point Reyes Lighthouse led her to 
believe that land birds come in from the 
north across the water and land at the Point. 
She saw many birds usually found in woods 
out on the barren point: Yellow Warblers, 
Golden-crowned Kinglets, a Winter Wren, 
and 1 Band-tailed Pigeon. A Cooper's 
Hawk was present just back of the Point, 
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where a number of Long-billed Marsh Wrens 
were found in the sedge-like grasses in a 
cow pasture. Also at the Point were 3 
Ravens, 1 Red-tailed Hawk, 1 Sparrow 
Hawk, and 1 Pigeon Hawk. At Inverness 
there were many migrants, mostly winter 
visitants, that had not yet appeared at 
Berkeley or in the Santa Cruz Mountains 
and which were still unrecorded in these 
localities at the end of the month. 

Stragglers have been recorded in numbers, 
as expected for this time of year. Red-bellied 
Hawk, Presidio of San Francisco, August 25 
(Parmenters); Pacific Nighthawk, Sears 
Point Cut-off, 1, September 24 (Mrs. Allen); 
Belted Kingfisher, Berkeley, September 1 
(A.); Lewis’s Woodpecker, Davis and 
Putah Canyon, flight heavy this fall (Emlen), 
near Sunol, many seen on September 27 (A.), 
Hastings Reservation, first seen on September 
29 (Tevis); Red-breasted Nuthatch, Golden 
Gate Park, September 27 (Mrs. Kelly); 
Cafion Wren, Point Lobos, 2, August 23 
(Williams and Riney); Nashville Warbler, 
Golden Gate Park, 6, September 9 (Mrs. 
Stephens ). 

Shortage of records for land birds is 
balanced by the usual abundant observation 
of birds along the shore. Even here it would 
be profitable for more watchers to be in the 
field. Fork-tailed Petrel, Point Reyes, 1 on 
August 10 and 5 on September 7 (Watson), 
Baker's Beach, San Francisco, 3 on Septem- 
ber 9 (Greenhood ), Berkeley, 4 on September 
9 (Leffler), and 5 on September 12 (Mrs. 
Kelly), off Marina, San Francisco, 1 on 
September 11 (W.), and 2 on September 12 
(Mrs. Stephens); White Pelican, Dumbarton 
Bridge, 150 to 300 on August 1, 16, 19, and 30 
(A.), about 200 on September 14 (K.), Sears 
Point, few on September 24 (A.); American 
Egret, Mountain View, first on August 16, 
increasingly abundant after that (A.); Snowy 
Egret, Sears Point, 1 on September 24 (A.); 
White-faced Glossy Ibis, Elkhorn Slough, 
1 on September 27 (Williams); Lesser Yel- 
low-legs, Elkhorn Slough, September 27 
(Williams); Wilson's Phalarope, Dumbarton 
Bridge, few on August 6 (K.); Pomarine 
Jaeger, Berkeley Aquatic Park, September 
15-29 (A. and others); Common Tern, 
Berkeley Aquatic Park, 1 on September 20 
(R. W. Storer).—Jean M. Linspate, Museum 
of Vertebrate Zovlogy, Berkeley, Calif. 
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Southern California Region.—Mild 
even temperatures and nearly perfect weather 
prevailed throughout southern California 

. during August 

aa ond and September 

we rone wa ett sy The 30-40 inches 
@ Boterspie/d 


of rain last win- 
Senta Borbora 
03 Angeles 
= Fesodena 
4 Long Peoch 


ter and spring, 
the heaviest since 
1883, resulted 
in well-filled 
sloughs, and an 
unusual breeding 
season for shore 
birds and ducks. In some cases high water 
levels caused disaster to first nests, causing 
very late second broods. Examples: Pintail 
with downy young last week in August, 
Bolsa Chica Gun Club (Gary); Eared Grebe, 
27 nests with eggs in a Transition Zone 
lake, September 1 (Stultz, Daugherty). 
Avocets and stilts had a particularly pro- 
lific season, and Gander reports late nesting 
of some land birds from San Diego, these 
groups also appearing to do well. At the 
Bolsa Chica Gun Club, Cinnamon Teal and 
Ruddy Ducks nest regularly (Gary), also 
Virginia Rail and Sora. 

Pacific Loon, September 3 (Cogswell); 
Eared Grebe, September 8, 25 White-faced 
Glossy Ibises, September 8 (Kent). Ameri- 
can Egret (26) and Snowy Egret (32) at 
Bolsa Chica marshes, August 21 (Daugh- 
erty, Stultz). Wood Ibis (24) at Carlsbad 
Sanctuary, San Diego, August 29. 

Pintail, the first at Long Beach, August 8 
(Kent), at San Diego, August 31 (Gander). 
At the Bolsa Chica Gun Club marshes, 1000 
Pintail, August 21, and 5000, September 8. 
On the latter date, also Green-winged Teal, 
Shoveller, Redhead (4), Lesser Scaup. 

Many pairs of Band-tailed Pigeons in Los 
Angeles area from late July on. 

Turkey Vulture, several hundred migrat- 
ing September 30 at Palmdale, Mojave 
Desert. Duck Hawk (2 records) and Osprey 
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(1) observed along the coast (Kent). 
Shore birds. Good variety present. North- 
ern and Wilson's Phalaropes (40) at Long 
Beach, August 21 (Kent). Lesser Yellow- 
legs, one report; Solitary Sandpiper, twice 
at Nigger Slough. Long-billed Curlew at 
Bolsa Chica, August 21 (Daugherty, Stultz). 
Ruddy Turnstone (2), coast, September 13 
(Kent). The Knot reported 4 times, Septem- 
ber 5-30, along the Los Angeles coast, maxi- 
mum 13 (Kent). some years none seen at all. 
Good flight of terns along the coast. On 
September 5, many Royal and Caspian, 
Forster's (650), Common (25), and a very 
few Elegant Terns (Kent). Also 12 Parasitic 
Jaegers chasing the terns. Heermann’s Gull 
very common on September 21 (Cogswell). 
Fifteen migrating Lewis's Woodpeckers 
near Pasadena, September 30 (Cogswell). 
The land-bird migration was under way in 
late August. Several Western Tanagers at 
Pasadena, August 20 (Cogswell), first 
noted at San Diego, September 25 (Gander). 
During the last week in August, near Los 
Angeles, Kent found the Lutescent, Cala- 
veras, California Yellow and Macgillivray’s 
Warblers. There was a marked flight on 
September 1, bringing all but the Yellow 
Warbler in numbers, also Audubon’s, Black- 
throated Gray, Townsend's, Hermit, and 
Golden Pileolated (Daugherty, Stultz). 
Audubon’s Warbler reached San Diego, 
September 30 (Gander). Barn Swallows 
have been unusually numerous. Other 
arrival dates are Ruby-crowned Kinglet at 
Pasadena on September 22, and Gambel’s 
Sparrow at San Diego on September 23 (late). 
Worthy of special mention: An immature 
female Man-o’-war-bird at Malibu Beach, 
July 9 (Mrs. Rhoda Adamson, Mrs. Stultz), 
an occasional wanderer from the south. 
The very rare Redstart was noted September 
13 (Mrs. F. O. Yost), reported with in- 
creasing frequency in recent years.—W. A. 
Kent and Carouine H. DauGuerty, 1419 S. 
Glendale Ave., Glendale, Calif. 
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